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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 0357 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR.VT.GE, GW 

SUBJECT: PROGRESS IN VATICAN-EAST-GERMAN RELATIONS APPEARS SUSPENDED 
REF: A) ROME 14028; B) ROME 17594 

WEST GERMANY EMBASSY TO HOLY SEE SOURCE INFORMED US THAT INTEN- 
TION TO SEND RANKING VATICAN OFFICIAL TO EAST GERMANY HAS BEEN 
TABLED FOR THE PRESENT. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, VATICAN UNDER- 
ESTIMATED OPPOSITION IN WEST GERMANY, AS WELL AS FEELINGS OF 
EAST GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS. HE NOTED THAT CARDINAL BENGSCH'S 
NOVEMBER STATEMENT, INTENDED MAINLY FOR VATICAN EARS, HAS MADE 
ITS POINT. VOLPE 
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